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Samuel Sharpe is one of the seven national heroes 
of Jamaica and a role model to many Jamaicans. As 
a Christian and a deacon in the Baptist Church we 
celebrate his life in this short story.

This short story is set on the edges of a dysfunctional 
gang culture in urban London that collides with a 
man who is gliding towards sudden death.

One of the reasons why men don’t go to church or 
there is no Men’s Ministry within a church is because 
they are not emotionally connecting with the people 
in the church. Meetings such as Annual Convention, 
Jurisdictional Convocations and Youth Congress can 
be gatherings without connections. Men want to 
connect with people rather than just gather out of 
joyless duty. This short offering provides an example 
of what it is like for a man to connect with a like-
minded person in church.

Baptism is a funeral where we bury our old selves in 
the waters of baptism. It is also a wedding where we are 
married to Christ and raised up with him when we come 
out of the waters of baptism into a new life in Christ. 
What is that experience like for the new Christian? This 
short offering begins to explore that experience.

Elder Didier StephenElder Jason Young
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Men do not go to church because they do not get their 
needs met. How does the church support a man who is 
struggling to secure employment or funding for self-
employment? This article explores some of the challenges 
that Black British men face.

The bible helps us to make sense of our lives by 
providing us with characters or situations that we have 
a personal connec



Welcome from the Men’s Ministry President

Welcome to our Men’s Conference 2021.
I am grateful for this opportunity to be 
the new president of the Bibleway Men’s 
Ministry having been asked by newly 
elected Diocesan Bishop Apostle Caleb 
McIntosh. I pray that I will be able to grow 
into the role and develop both personally 
and spiritually.

Why Men’s Ministry? 

• To inspire future generations of men to 
serve in the kingdom of God.

• To help black men face the current 
challenges that they are confronted with 
in society.

• To realise the full potential of black men.
• To help black men succeed in fulfilling 

their vocation.
• To bring out the best in Black British men.

This is an opportunity for us all to create something together so that we can make 
our mark in the Bibleway community and beyond. I pray that as we invest our efforts 
together to shape the Bibleway Men’s Ministry it will have a positive impact in helping 
men become mature in Christ.

The online experience of our celebration services is a shared experience of fellowship, 
praise and worship and talks. This Conference will break new ground to the extent that 
it will go beyond the universe of Bibleway and engage with larger themes such as the 
urban landscape and the human condition. It is not a descendant of previous Men’s 
Conferences but will be a vehicle for making statements about the male Christian 
experience. This will allow us to reach a wider audience because it will cross the 
intersection between being a man and a Christian. Structurally, the Men’s Conference 
is a stand-alone event, but this Conference will progress towards Gospel Temple’s 31st 
Anniversary service on Saturday 30th October 2021 for continuity.

My intention is to leave a legacy for the next generation of Men’s Ministry leaders to 
build upon.

Elder Jason Young
President, 
Bibleway Churches UK Men’s Ministry
September 2021

WELCOME TO 
Bibleway Churches  UK 
2021 Men’s  Conference
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Excerpt from 
Samuel Sharpe

22nd May 1832

On the night before his execution, the Jamaican 
Baptist deacon, Samuel Sharpe, was visited by 
his pastor, Rev. Thomas Burchell. He was not 
a particularly practical or resourceful man, but 
he did offer the balm of friendship to Samuel to 
comfort him in his time of need. 
     ‘These wounds from the whip sting like 
anything’, Rev. Burchell said. ‘I now know what 
it’s like to be whipped like a slave. I bore the 
whip like my saviour did on the cross. They’re 
burning down our Baptist churches. But even 
with all the brutality of the British army I still 
found it in my heart to forgive them. Have you 
forgiven your taskmasters, Sam?’
     ‘Yes, I have’, Samuel replied. ‘The church body 
is hurting. We need to forgive our oppressors 
in order to bring healing to the body.’ 
     ‘I pray daily for the body to be healed. We 
mustn’t let un-forgiveness damage our souls. 
If slave rebellions don’t end slavery then 
forgiveness will.’
     ‘My spirit is free. Now I am waiting for my 
body to be free too. Tomorrow I will offer up 
my body to the hangman. But I will offer up 
my soul to God on the altar of the gallows.’
     ‘Listen, my friend’, Rev. Burchell continued 
in a whisper as he moved closer to Samuel. 
‘You may not have ended slavery, but you’ve 
certainly paved the way for slavery to end. 
And that’s a fact. Britain has more to gain from 
their interests in China and India than they 
do here in the West Indies. Now, no slave will 

work without being paid, which makes slavery 
a very expensive business. So parliament has 
to abolish slavery in order to introduce some 
form of paid apprenticeship. You’ve won, 
Sam. You’ve achieved your goal of ending 
slavery even if it meant your own death. The 
countdown to the end of slavery has begun.’
     ‘I will die tomorrow, but you will live to see 
the end of slavery. Those who come after me 
will have their freedom.’
     ‘This is a great tribulation, my brother. But the 
Lord is taking his people out of it. And he’ll be 
taking you out of it tomorrow. You’ll be going 
to a better place. I shall look forward to seeing 
there when my time comes. God be with you, 
my friend. Go and abolish slavery and make 
my joy on this earth complete.’
     With that, Rev. Burchell left his prison cell.
     Samuel looked up to heaven and began 
praying: ‘Father God, I forgive my slave masters 
for enslaving me. Please help my brothers in 
bondage to forgive their masters.’
     An outpouring of joy spilled over him as he 
began to breakout in song.
     ‘I shall behold his blessed face’, he began 
singing. ‘I shall feel his matchless grace.’ He 
could see Jesus; he could see his eternal 
destiny, and so he sang in celebration of what 
was to come. ‘Then I’m gonna sid down beside 
my Jesus, yes, sid down and res a likkle while…’

(Continue on next page)
 

Elder Jason Young
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23rd May 1832

A church bell began to toll signalling the 
hour of execution in the market square of 
Montego Bay. It eventually gave way to 
the low murmuring of the crowd as they 
watched five slaves ascend the scaffold with 
their hands behind their back escorted by 
the executioner in a black mask. He tied the 
noose around their necks and then released 
the trap door for them to hang suspended in 
mid-air.

     Samuel Sharpe stood watching this with 
his hands tied behind his back. His eyes 
were peaceful, and he was ready to meet his 
maker. The words of Jesus pushed into his 
mind from John’s gospel: ‘I lay down my life 
for the sheep.’ He was comforted by those 
words knowing that he was laying down his 
life for the freedom of his people. 

     The sun shone on his face like a light from 
heaven as if to provide an invisible stairway for 
his heavenly ascent. A sense of peace came 
over him as he felt that he was at one with 
his Lord. His spirit was elevated and ready to 
ascend to heaven.

     The hour had come for the executioner 
to guide him to the hangman’s noose. The 
crowd were muted, feeling a sense of sorrow 
seeing the end of their hero. 

     Samuel noticed this sorrow on the faces of 
the people. He did not want them to grieve for 
him, and so he decided to reverse the mood 
of the situation by singing: ‘For I won’t cry’, he 
began with an inversion, ‘or shed a tear.’ 

     It was a call to action for his devoted 
followers who were watching him below in 
the square. The men responded first of all with 
a harmony that sat underneath his singing.
     ‘For it won’t be long’, Samuel continued 
singing, ‘till I’ll be gone.’ 

     Their voices blended so well together that 
it was as if they were one soul in multiple 
bodies.
     ‘To be a better land...’ Samuel called.

     ‘A better land’, the women responded. 
     ‘Awaiting me.’ 
     ‘Awaiting me’, the women repeated.
     The executioner placed the rope around 
Samuel’s neck.
     ‘Soon I shall see…’, Samuel sang whilst 
accompanied by the male harmony vocalists. 
‘…my Jesus whole. And all my woes and trials, 
will come to an end. I go to live…’ For the first 
time he raised his voice. He was singing with 
deep conviction of his destiny. ‘…with Christ 
my Lord. Side by side.’
     ‘Side by side’, the women responded 
melodically.
     ‘For the rest of my life.’
     ‘For the rest of my life.’
     Their souls had joined together. They were 
one in spirit, and would be reunited again in 
the afterlife.
     ‘Side by side’, Samuel called for the last 
time.
     ‘Side by side’, the women responded.
     ‘For the rest of my life.’
     ‘For the rest of my life.’
     When the call and response was over, the 
trap door was released, and Samuel’s neck 
snapped as he hung suspended in mid-air. 
The rope cut off his breath, and then he was 
dead.
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Perceptions of Samuel Sharpe: 
A Jamaican Hero
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Independence and Challenges
 
Located in the Caribbean, Haiti occupies the 
western third of the island of Hispaniola, 
with the Dominican Republic in the eastern 
two-thirds. With an area of about 10,714 
square miles, Haiti is approximately the size 
of the state of Maryland. The major cities 
are: Cap-Haïtien, Jérémie, Les Cayes, Hinche, 
Gonaïves, and Jacmel. Haiti has two official 
languages: Haitian Creole and French.

When Columbus landed in the island of 
Hispaniola on December 6, 1492, he found 
a kingdom ruled by a cacique, or Taino 
Indian chief. After the French arrived in the 
seventeenth century to continue European 
exploration and exploitation in the Western 
Hemisphere, the indigenous population was 
largely exterminated. As a result, Africans 
(primarily from West Africa) were imported 
as slave labor to produce raw goods for 
international commerce. Considered France’s 
richest colony in the eighteenth century, 
Haiti was known as “the pearl of the Antilles.” 

Resisting their 
exploitation, 

H a i t i a n s 
r e v o l t e d 
a g a i n s t 
the French 
from 1791-
1804. One 
of the most 
i m p o r t a n t 
outcomes of 
this revolution 
was that it 

forced Napoleon Bonaparte to sell Louisiana 
to the U.S. in 1803, resulting in a major 
territorial expansion of the United States. 
When Haitians took their independence 
in 1804, they changed their colonial name 
from Saint Domingue (the name given by the 
French) to its Taino name of Haiti, or Ayiti in 
Kreyòl – (Source Kansas University)

As a native of the Caribbean Islands and 
someone who actually grew up on the Island 
of St Martin (FWI),  with many Haitian friends,  
I often find it difficult  to express in words 
how I feel about Haiti.  I’m  always trying (in 
my mind at least) to figure out how the world 
would practically change the plight of this 
nation. I often find no answers.

The continuous plight of Haiti as the 
forerunner of all emancipation and 
independence struggles, its own internal 
corruption, political manipulation by the 
United States, exploitation by France as a 
condition of independence, circular poverty 
and now a major victim of climate change 
(Multiple natural disasters), could lead one 
to question their own faith in God. Yet the 
people of Haiti still hold on firmly to their 
beliefs.

On August 14, 2021, forty-five days after 
the assassination of Haiti’s president, 
Haiti experienced another disaster – a 7.2 
magnitude earthquake on the south western 
end of the island. They say “when It rains 
if pours” – Haiti’s rain seems to pouring for 
much longer than that strongest among us 
would be able to bare. Is there and end in 
sight? when will the forces behind Haiti’s 
plight loosen their grip? Pray for Haiti and 
the Haitians.

By Elder Didier Stephen

The 
Plight  
of Haiti 
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The backlash against the three 
England players, Marcus Rashford, 
Jadon Sancho and Bukayo Saka, 
after the penalty shoot out at the 
Euro 2020 Finals revealed the racial 
biases against Black British men. 
Black Englishmen of Caribbean and 
African origin can be the flavour 
of the month as long as things 
are going well, but when the tide 
turns they are quickly dropped like 
a hot brick. Belonging to the wider 
community is only dependent 
on consistent success. So what 
are the structural inequalities 
that are stacked against Black 
British men in particular rather 
than ethnic minorities in general?

Black men are nine times more 
likely to be stopped and searched 
by the police compared with their 
white contemporaries. 93% of the 
police force are white and make up 
86% of the population. 1.3% of the 
police are black and make up 3.3% 
of the population. 92.6% of judges 
are white compared with 1.1% of 
black judges.   Black men are the 
single biggest unemployed group 
in the country. A parliamentary 
report shows that the 
unemployment rate for black men 
is 7% compared with 3.6% for white 
people.  They are overrepresented 
in the welfare and justice system 
but underrepresented in the 
workplace. Akala says that prisons 
are for profit with 10% of prisons 
now being privatized using free 
labour to advance vested interests.  
If unemployment is an indicator of 
what leads to crime, then it can be 
argued that crime by black men 
creates employment for the white 
middle classes in the welfare and 

criminal justice system. 
This over-representation of 
white personnel is similar to 
the Anglican Church where 
the staff and practitioners 
are predominantly white. 
In the Church of England, 
97.6% of clergy are white, 
whereas 0.9% are black.  
A BBC report on career 
progression stated that 
there are no black men in 
the top 96 leaders at the 
BBC.  95% of journalists are 
white. 95% of film directors 
are white. There are no 
male black British directors 
directing British period 
dramas. Everyone has the 
right to be included and 
represented in film in order 
to feel a sense of belonging 
and inclusion. It is the 
contention of this President 

to make British period dramas 
more diverse by including 
black men in the front and 
centre of the narrative so that 
they can present the best 
version of themselves and 
their history in their work. 

We pray that God will 
remove the barriers that 
are preventing Black British 
Christian men flourishing and 
thriving in the creative arts.

By Elder Jason Young

Structural 
Economic Inequalities 

Against
 Black British Men
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MEN OF THE BIBLE
Abraham: (Genesis 12:1-
25:11)
Abraham was called to forsake 
all, and separated himself from 
his community to become 
a landless wanderer in the 
desert in search of a spiritual 
home. He had to give up his 
future, give up his resources, 
give up his ambition, as well 
as his family. 

God promised him an heir 
from whom he would make a 
great nation (Genesis 15). He 
was beyond the age at which 
a man might become a father. 
The long delay between 
promise and fulfilment forced 
Abraham into a lapse of faith. 
Living between the tension of 
the now, and the un-realisation 
of the not yet, created a gap in 
his soul. 

He longed for a son, pulled 
in two ways between the 
already, and the expectation 
of the not yet. Twenty five 
years after Abraham’s calling, 
and fourteen years after the 

covenant promise of a son, 
God finally opened Sarah’s 
womb, to give birth to Isaac 
(Genesis 21).

Jonathan: The man who 
should have been king (1 
Samuel 18:1-31:3)
Jonathan was an echo of 
how his father, Saul, should 
have been as a king. Although 
he would have made a better 
king than Saul and David, 
Jonathan had no inner need 
to be a leader and was quite 
happy to step aside and allow 
David to be the future king. 
He saw something of himself 
in David, and offered him 
friendship in an attempt to 
try and improve him. David 
was clueless about personal 
relationships, and it was 
Jonathan that tried to teach 
him what true friendship was. 

Jeremiah:
Born around 640BC, 
Jeremiah was called into 
ministry in 627BC as a 
teenager. He was denied the 
cherished gift of marriage 
(Jeremiah 16:1-9) and a 
normal family life which 

caused great inner struggle 
with his vocation. His isolation 
and lack of support from friends 
affected his personality which 
did not match the work he was 
called to do. Many felt that he 
was the wrong person for the 
job, opposing his message and 
plotting behind his back. As a 
prophet he would act out his 
message wearing a wooden 
yoke (Jeremiah 27) dramatising 
to his audience the ensuing 
exile that would come upon 
Jerusalem in 587BC. Jeremiah 
was a lone voice who was 
doomed to strife with the world 
against him.

Ezekiel:
Born in 623BC in the southern 
kingdom of Judah, his ambition 
was to become a temple priest 
at the age of 30. Unfortunately, 
he was exiled to Babylon in 
597BC, putting an end to his 
dream of ordained ministry. 

Instead, God called him to 
be a prophet on the 31st July 
593BC. His aspirations as a 
priest were dashed by the 
invasion of the Babylonian king, 
Nebuchadnezzar (605-562BC). 

He was denied the joys of 
marriage when God took away 
his wife and instructed him 
to exhibit none of the signs of 
mourning (Ezekiel 24:15-29). He 
was forced to become a loner 
to represent the loneliness of 
Judah in exile in Babylon.

By Elder Jason Young
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In Genesis 1:1 we read about God creating the 
world. In Genesis 1:26 we read about how God 
created man in his own image. If a creative 
God created human beings in his own image 
then we are also creative beings. Therefore we 
should celebrate that creativity in a creative 
writing context. This is why I have created the 
Bibleway Literature Festival so that we can 
celebrate our creativity through creative writing. 

The power of literature is the intimacy that 
it captures. You can enter into the thoughts 
of a character and converse with them.

The Gospel can be spread through works of 
literature such as short stories, poems, novels, 
articles and scripts. Christians read books 
such as novels and poems. Why not replace 
secular content with Christian content? 
Now is your chance for you to write your 
history or your story. This is an opportunity 
for you to share your faith through creative 
writing and introducing someone to the 
Gospel through literature. God wants us to 
contribute our talents and skills to the church 
in order to do kingdom work. We want to 
encourage the whole Bibleway community 

to be creative by writing reflections of their 
personal experiences, writing short stories, 
poems and articles and submitting them to be 
considered for publication in the conference 
programmes of your respective departments.

One of the by-products of the Men’s Coffee 
Morning was a discussion on Haiti and knife 
crime. The discussion on Haiti revolved 
around its turbulent history stretching back 
to its creation in 1804. Although we do not 
have a short story on Toussaint L’Ouverture 
we do have a short story on Samuel Sharpe 
(one of Jamaica’s seven national heroes) 
who was inspired by Toussaint L’Ouverture. 

The discussion on knife crime revolved 
around what the Christian response is to this 
epidemic affecting our black men. Excerpts 
from a novel about knife crime titled Ambition 
Must Go and Samuel Sharpe will be included 
in this programme as part of the festival.

By Elder Jason Young

 

Why Bibleway Literature Festival?
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The intense suffering and soul-
destroying hurt caused by the tragic 
loss of life, and the horrific, life-
changing injuries sustained by victims 
of violent crimes such as knife crime, 
is horrendous and unacceptable, and is 
increasingly becoming an unbearable 
slur on our Inner-City environments. 
Here is some statistical information on 
Knife Crime in England, gleaned from 
the Ben Kinsella Trust’s website: 

Knife crime in England: 
42,549 offences recorded in England in 

the 12 months to March’21. 
10,150 offences recorded in London 
which has the highest volume of knife 
crime in the country. 

Hospital admissions: 
4,620 admissions to hospitals in 
England for attacks by sharp objects 
between April 2019 and March 2020. 
54 percent increase in admissions to 
hospitals in England for attacks by 
sharp objects between April 2020 and 
July 2020. Source: Office of National 
Statistics 

If we take into consideration that a 
very high proportion of crime goes 
unreported, the real picture about knife 
crime in the UK is far darker than these 
shocking statistics have painted. 

Knife crime can only be resolved by a 

multi-agency approach, 
with agencies such as the 
Police working together 
with Businesses; Schools; 
Charities and Community 
Schemes; Local 
Authorities; Parents; the 
Criminal Justice System; 
the NHS and other Social 
Groups, to educate young 
people and explain why 
carrying a knife is never 
the right choice. This 
early intervention plays 
an important role in 
deterring young people 
from turning to a life of 
crime. Very vital to the 
success of this social 
partnership however is 
the inclusion of churches 
and other faith groups, 
whose involvement will 
also ensure that the 
spiritual welfare and 
spiritual empowerment 
of the community is not 
disregarded. I emphasise 
this fact because we know 
very well as Christians 
that hate, malice, racism, 
anger and vengefulness 
are intense emotions 
which are sometimes 

driven by negative spirits. 
This may not be recognised 
by the secular community, but 
realistically, it takes the power 
of the Holy Spirit to counteract 
the divisive destructive works 
of these dark forces existing in 
our world. 

So, what more can churches 
do? We can of course pray 
more and fast more as part of 
a spiritual solution. However, 
we must be actively involved 
in effective community-led 
projects, aimed at crime 
reduction. Churches must also: 

• Ensure we are trained and 
upskilled as modern-day 
evangelists needing to 
reach those involved in 
criminal activities and 
gangs. We must also 
assess and appreciate 
the real span of risks that 
will be present when we 
undertake our outreach 
and evangelism projects. 
Wisdom is key, and so too 
is the need for a multi-
agency approach.  

• Equip ourselves 
with trained, skilled, 
counsellors 

• Increase our own 
knowledge and awareness 
about crime, drugs, and 
criminal justice. 

• Invest in projects 
and programmes that 
recognise and value the 
youth that we do have 
in our membership. 
Retention is more 
important than ever.

Greater Faith 
Ministries.

By Bishop L. 
Hamilton

Facing the Knife 
Crime Epidemic

It takes the power of the 
Holy Spirit to counteract 
the divisive destructive 
works of these dark forces 
existing in our world. 
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North End was a black majority town with white 
ethnic elements such as Eastern Europeans 
battling to claim territory in gang wars. The town 
was poor and under-educated, struggling with 
youth violence fuelled by a drugs problem. There 
was a sense that much of the white population 
had fled to the suburbs since the arrival of 
the Windrush generation, but many of the 
bureaucrats such as police officers, civil servants, 
shop managers and fire fighters remained white. 
This was an old world struggling to become part 
of the new.

     Greg Daniels walked down an urban high road 

towards a coffee shop. His classical sense of 
dress and attention to detail was mismatched 
with his urban environment.

 There were urban teenagers making a lot of 
noise. None of them bothered to tuck their 
shirts in or pulled their trousers up. Their 
urban environment didn’t merit the attention. 
These were people that Greg could not 
connect with. He was rejecting the pressure 
to go with the flow and conform to the 
expectation of being black and urban. 

He had his own ideas and thoughts and 
wanted to remain true to himself – to be 
himself in spite of his urban environment. 
The only thing that he had in common with 
these people was the fact that they shared 
the same skin colour.
     There was an entrepreneurial spirit about 

the teenagers hustling 
the streets to sell 
drugs. Most of them 
had never had a proper 
job and did not want 
to work for anyone 
else but themselves. 
This element of hustle 
on the streets shaped 
their identity and 
sense of self which 
forced them to express 
their masculinity in an 
aggressive way. 
     
That night, Greg 
stepped out of the 
tube station where the 
same urban teenagers 
were making loud 
noises. And so he 
made an effort to 
walk away from the 
main road, away from 
the eyes of passersby, 
away towards his 
destiny.
     As he walked into 
the darkness a gang 
of shadows detached 
themselves and began 
to surround him.
     ‘Ay classic man’, a 
voice called out to 

him. 
     The men encircled him like 
waves of death swirling around 
to challenge him. Death was 
closing in around him.
     ‘Yeah, I remember now’, the 
leader said. ‘I see him chatting up 
that Eastern European bird in the 
coffee shop.’ 
     ‘You mean Radek’s girl?’ one of 
them replied. 
     The leader pulled out a knife 
and placed it under Greg’s chin.

     Greg looked at the blade. For a 
moment he froze to the spot. His 
brain was telling him to fight but 
his body could not respond. He 
felt chained to the ground. 

     The leader stabbed Greg 
several times whilst the rest 
of them overwhelmed him 
with hostile violence. He tried 
to fight back, but his efforts 
were nullified. They kicked and 
punched his wounded body as 
death grew nearer. Only one 
more stab wound and he would 
be dead.
     
The gang ran away, 
leaving Greg alone to die on the 
ground. 

(Continue on next page)

Excerpt from Ambition Must Go 
(Part 1: A Story of Knife Crime and Faith)
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 Time stood still for Greg as he lay on a hospital 
bed with tubes, wires and beeping, hovering 
between life and death. A mosaic of past 
impressions pushed into his mind, assembling 
and dispersing. He found himself adrift in an 
infinite ocean, floating in limbo between two 
worlds.  Ghostly tangibles began looking at 
him, stalking him, creating a world of chaos. 
He began descending, descending into his 
own body on a hospital bed and then slipped 
back into consciousness. When he opened his 
eyes again, he saw what looked like an angel 
gliding towards him as if preparing to take his 
soul. 

     ‘Who are you?’ Greg asked.
     ‘I’m Gabriel’, he replied, ‘and the Lord has 
sent me to you for you to receive salvation.’
     ‘What’s the matter? Couldn’t God come 
himself?’

     ‘I’m God’s adjusted presence. Now let’s 
talk about you, Mr. Daniels. Young black man. 
Twenty-nine years old. Got his whole life ahead 
of him. But now he’s trapped between life and 
death because of a knife attack. His ambition 
has been cut short due to knife crime. Do I 
paint an accurate picture?’

     ‘Where am I?’ 
     ‘You’re in a waiting room in a hospital. To 
the doctors you’re in a coma. But in terms of 
your soul you’re in a waiting room.’
     ‘What do you want from me?’ 

     ‘You are due to die tonight at exactly twelve 
midnight due to a loss of blood. But God has 
saved you from those violent men because you 
have been set apart for service. He shielded 
you so that you wouldn’t die. And he rescued 
you from dying in the streets to protect your 
purpose. You were predestined for purpose, 
but you needed an encounter tonight, in order 
to drive you towards your purpose. That’s why 
God sent those men to interrupt your life.’

     ‘I don’t have time for this.’
     ‘I’m afraid you’re right. At 10.45 tonight, 
you were stabbed seven times in the heart. By 
midnight, you will be dead. It’s now 11.45pm. 
And you have 15 minutes to decide whether or 
not you’re going to give up your life to Christ, 
or die and spend an eternity in hell.’

     ‘Tell me about this salvation you’re offering.’

     ‘God will swap your death and place it on 
Jesus, which means that Jesus will die in your 
place instead of you. You were meant to die 
tonight at twelve midnight. But Jesus will die 
in your place. And the righteousness of Jesus 
will be placed on you, so that you can live and 
start again. If you believe that Jesus died in 
your place so that you can live today, ask God 
to forgive you of your sins, so that he can fill 
you with his Holy Spirit.’

     A quiet calm of understanding and 
acceptance tugged away at Greg.
     ‘I’ll do as you say’, he replied.

     Gabriel placed his hand on Greg’s head and 
prayed for him. A moment later, Gabriel was 
drawn up into heaven, leaving Greg to slip into 
unconsciousness.

By Elder Jason Young
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11.30am        Pre-Service Prayer – Elder Lorna Chevannes & Bro Goodeson Williams

12.00pm        Welcome – Elder Jason Young & Pastor Penny Gordon 

12.05pm        Opening prayer - Bro Tobias Rowe & Sis Tiffany Brown

12.10pm        Scripture reading 
                         Ruth 1:16-17 – Moments, Memories and Mentors – Adejumoke Adeleke
                         Ephesians 1:4 – Chosen for Salvation – Bro Matthew Coates

12.15pm        Praise & Worship – Psalmist Janine Kelly 

12.25pm        Elder Didier Stephen and Sis Missionary Ann Waugh

12.30pm        Breakout Rooms – Men and Women Workshops 

MEN’S SEMINAR
Welcome – Elder Jason Young
Opening Prayer
Video Testimony: How I Became a Christian (Pastor Peter Nembhard)
Words of Encouragement
Talk: Called Out of the World (Elder Aaron Evans)
Guest Talk: Athletics and Faith (Tony Jarrett)   

14.10pm        Feedback from workshops – First Lady Yvonne McIntosh  & Elder  Donald Smith 
                         (Men 10mins/Women 10 mins)

14.30pm        Seminar on Mentorship – Bro Tony Jarrett

14.50pm       Offering – Deaconess Annette Evans

14.55pm        Closing prayer by Bro Goodeson Williams & Sis Tiffany Brown
 
14.55pm        Announcements (Elder Didier & Sis Ann)

                         Break

ITINERARY
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                         Resumption

17.00pm        Welcome – Bishop Elect Baltimore Green and First Lady Yvonne McIntosh

17.10pm        Prayer – Sis Niharika Daniels
 
17.15pm        Scripture reading – Joel 2:28-29 – Bro Lewis & Evangelist Vaughan 

17.20pm        Praise & Worship – Deaconess Annette Evans

17.50pm        Greetings from UK and International:

• London Region Women’s President – Missionary Paulette Jackson
• London Region Men’s President – Elder Michael Coates
• Midland Region Women’s President – Sis Vernadeen Mussington
• Midland Region Men’s President – Elder David Ojo
• Pastor Arunadaya Kumari – Bangalore, Tata Nagar, India
• International Women’s President - Lady Priscilla Padmavathi – Bangalore, Kamataka,  

South India
• International Men’s President - Pastor Daniel A T – Bangalore, Kamataka, South India

18.10pm        Open mic session with panel discussion lead by 1st Lady Yvonne McIntosh &
                          Elder Donald Smith

Questions:

• Teenagers/young people – Why are the young people being baptised and filled and 
then leaving the traditional churches?

• Is church becoming irrelevant to young people?
• Do you think that individuals should give up their music (only listen to Gospel) once 

you come into the church?
• What ways do you feel that you can be used in the church as a young person?
• What ways do you feel that you can be used in the church as an older person?
• What challenges have you faced as a young person since you have come into church?
• What challenges have you faced as an older person since you have come into church?

19.15pm        Offering – Exhorter Joshua

19.20pm        Historical video snippets, link to full video signposting

19.30pm        Bro Nathanael & Sis Lindi handover to Apostle McIntosh

19.30pm        Apostle McIntosh’s vision and remarks

19.50pm        Closing/Altar call

20.00pm        Close
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Elder Jason Young

The service was over, and the congregation 
exchanged greetings. There was a family 

atmosphere about the place as though 
everyone was in this thing together. People 
who did not know Greg offered him friendship 
and fellowship. He didn’t go in search of them. 
They came to him willingly. His perception of 
them had changed. He actually loved them, 
even though he did not know them. It was as 
if God was showing him favour through other 
people’s perception of him. Everything he did 
came with ease. There was no effort on his 
part. The joy flowed out of him and splashed 
onto those who were around him. God had 
touched his heart with love. He now had a 
sweet, sweet spirit, because he had died to his 
old self. This was now his new church family. 

As he spoke to them he caught a glimpse of 
an old school friend named Carol at the side 

of his eye. She was standing there waiting for 
him to come over and give her some attention. 
He finished his conversation and made his 
way over to her. The delight and surprise that 
came in Carol’s face as Greg approached her 
made his heart melt. There was a warmth and 
tenderness about her that was immediately 
inviting. Her shoulders shined alluringly 
in the light, accentuating her desirability. 

There was kindness and compassion in her 
face as they embraced, not wanting to let 

go. A sense of belonging filled his body. He 
loosened his hug and looked into her face. ‘Hello 
stranger’, she said softly. ‘It’s been a long time’, 
he replied. ‘Eight years.’ His eyes travelled over 
her face, as if to see the years that it had passed 
through. ‘Eight years’, he said. ‘You were the one 
that moved out of the area.’ ‘I had to move out. 
What about you?’ ‘I found Jesus’. ‘So did I.’ ‘Are 
you on WhatsApp?’ ‘I’ll give you my number’.

‘No, let me have your phone and I’ll type it in for 

you’. She took his phone and typed in her number. 
‘There you are’, she said, giving him back his 
phone. He rang her number and let it ring for a few 
seconds before hanging up. ‘Now you’ve got mine’, 
he told her. There was a moment of connection 
as they shared a look. ‘I’ll call you’, she replied. 

They embraced affectionately. It was a moment 
of transference as if she were giving him 

safe passage to a new life. As she walked away, 
Greg looked on after, inspired by the exciting 
possibilities that lay ahead in the future. ‘I 
think I’ve found my destiny’, he said to himself.

Excerpt from Ambition Must Go 
(Part 2: Emotional Connection)
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It was the day of Greg Daniel’s baptism. He was 
dressed in white, and was about to give his 
testimony to the congregation. 
     ‘Welcome to my funeral’, he began. ‘When 
I was stabbed seven times that night, I should 
have died. But Jesus stepped into my life and 
gave me a second chance to live. Now that 
person that should have died that night is going 
to be buried today in the waters of baptism. 
Whatever I was before I became a Christian 
died that night. Today I am burying that person. 
But today is also my wedding. I’m getting 
married to Christ. I shall be buried with him in 
the waters in baptism. And it is my hope that I’ll 
be raised up with him when I come out of the 
waters of baptism.’
     Pastor Timothy led him into the pool 
followed by a deacon until they were waist 
deep. They held him with one hand on his waist 
and the other hand on his neck-back.
     ‘Upon the confession of your faith’, Pastor 
Timothy began, ‘in the presence of all these 
people I baptise you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of your sins’. He guided Greg 
backwards into the water.
     For Greg, it felt like it was an eternity 
being immersed in the water. He felt naked 
and exposed with the stab wounds from his 
brutalised black body open, allowing the 
blood to gush out. It was as if his old body was 
being buried in the waters of baptism, burying 

the dead man that should have died in the 
knife attack. He was like a disembodied spirit, 
watching himself being guided back into a new 
body.
     When he came up out of the water he felt 
like he was being brought back to life, rising 
from the dead. He felt cleansed and transformed 
as though he had been given a new body, and a 
new sense of self. There was an overwhelming 
sense of experiencing God’s love and being 
loved by the people around them. He felt 
connected to his emotions, nurtured and 
cleansed by Pastor Timothy’s guiding hand. This 
was Greg’s resurrection.

Later, when he stood up at the pulpit he was 
dressed in a white shirt with blue trousers 
and an elegant black jacket as though he had 
entered a new body. It was a new beginning 
for him. He looked like a completely new man 
emblazoned in angelic glory, connected to his 
emotions in a new and intimate way.
     ‘When I went down in the waters of baptism’, 
he began, ‘my former life was put to death. But 
when I came up from the waters of baptism, my 
new life in Christ began. Jesus is now the song 
that I sing. He is my everything. That’s why I 
gave  my life to him. And for the rest of my days 
on this earth, I shall endeavour to commit my 
life to Christ in church until the day that I die.’

Bibleway Literature Festival: 
Water Baptism

Elder Jason Young
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Bibleway 
Literature 
Festival: Gun 
Crime and the 
Church 

There was a sound 
of gunshots from 

outside the church that 
sounded like a tyre 
exploding which drew 
Greg’s attention. Heads 
turned round in the 
direction of the sound 
and people began to 
scream. He could hear 
a car screeching off and 
a bus braking sharply. 
The jolt of sound 
destabilised him. 

He could already 
feel a sense of loss 

before he even left 
the building. And in a 
somewhat disjointed 
state of mind Greg 
rushed out of the 
church and saw Carol 
lying in a pool of blood 
at the bottom of the 
steps. There was a 
gaping wound in her 
forehead that stained 
the pavement. 

He ran towards her 
and held her head 

in his hands whilst the 
blood seeped onto 
him. She was having 
trouble breathing and 
her eyes started to 
waiver, staring through 
him like a parting soul 
moving towards the 
afterlife. With shallow 
breathing she struggled 
to say something but 
no words came to her 
mouth. There was a 
faraway look in her 
eyes. A moment later, 
her eyes closed, and 
she slipped away into 

the eternal sleep of 
peaceful death leaving 
Greg behind as a sole 
survivor of her journey. 
Time stood still for 
Greg once again as it 
did when he hovered 
between life and death 
that fatal night. 

He didn’t hear the 
sound of chaos 

around him. He didn’t 
see people trying to 
clear space around 
the dead body. All he 
saw was a mirror of 
himself dying on the 
church steps. He was 
emotionally dislocated 
from the busyness 
and noise around him. 
All he could hear was 
the silence of death. 
Tears began to fill his 
eyes as all hope, will 
and spirit left him. He 
gathered her head in 
his arms for one last 
moment of comfort as 
if to take a piece of her 
with him. ‘It’s alright’, 
he said tearfully as he 
stroked her hair. ‘It’s 
alright. We’ll work it 
out. I promise you.’ 
There was a look in 
his eye, a look of a 

man coming to terms 
with the fact that he 
will never fall in love 
again. He looked into 
his future and dreaded 
the thought that Carol 
was not going to be 
in it. He no longer felt 
powerful. Instead, he 
felt so pathetically 
fragile. The grief was 
too much, so he buried 
his face in her hair in 
tortured mourning to 
release a world of pain 
through tears. Grieved 
at the unfairness of life 
so prematurely taken 
away from him, he 
looked up to heaven 
for an answer. 

And God in his 
boundless 

compassion shared his 
grief as a gentle rain 
started to pour down 
on him. The sound of 
his cry went upwards, 
ascending away from 
him towards the 
heavenly realms, up to 
God himself, allowing 
them both a moment 
to grieve.

By Elder Jason Young
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Elder Jason Young

Knife crime today can be linked to 
the crushing legacy of slavery that is 

affecting black men today. Black British 
men are more than likely to be in jail, 
unemployed, fail at school or be poorly 
educated compared with their white 
contemporaries. His great-great-great 
grandfather was probably enslaved in the 
Caribbean. He is limited in areas such as 
the arts and may be compromised to work 
for any figure under workplace conditions. 
The road up from slavery kept people of 
Caribbean origin in England poor enough 
to buy manufactured exports and unstable 
enough to provide a market for guns and 
knives that black men can use to kill each 
other. This economic gap is structural and 
the consequences are a lack of professional
opportunities and the loss of income. 

Black British men have a sense of 
instability and rootlessness in the arts 
and in the workplace. Jobs with no future 
prospect of promotion or advancement. It 
is from this socio-economic condition of 
slavery, then colonialism and finally racial 
discrimination that today’s Black British 
men have emerged. 

There is an unbroken line of experience 
drawn across time between the enslaved 
in the Caribbean in the 19th century and 
Black British men of Caribbean origin 
today. Black men make up under 4% of the 
population as a whole but yet they make up 
over 57% of the prison system and are the 
single biggest unemployed group in the 
country. This is structural discrimination 
that has its roots in slavery. Forced convict 
labour in the 19th century continued 
the institution of slavery into the 20th 
century. Slavery morphed into colonialism 

in the 20th century after the 
1884-85 Berlin Conference 
to scramble for Africa. It then 
morphed into socio-economic 
discrimination after liberation 
from colonial rule. If Black 
British men are not employed 
or are discriminated against in 
the workplace then it results 
in hunger, welfare dependence 
and possibly the criminal justice 
system. Prisons are a second 
form of slavery and are set up 
for profit on forced labour from 
an overrepresentation of black 
men. This is stealing the futures 
of all black men and their 
families which is compounded 
by the stolen future of their 
ancestors in the Caribbean who 
laboured in open prison camps 
on plantations. Why shouldn’t 
we ignore this? Because Black 
British men are the future of 
Bibleway Churches UK. 

In the same way that our 
ancestors laboured long and 
hard on the plantations without 
any pay for centuries we need 
to labour long and hard on our 
knees in prayer for Black British 
men who are being lost to knife 
crime, the prison system and the 
welfare system. It costs £44,000 
for each prisoner in prison. That 
money could be spent on an 
annual salary for a Black British 
man or a good education for an 
adolescent youth at risk of gang 
crime so that they can have the 
same life chances as someone 
who has gone to Eton College 
and Oxford or Cambridge 
Universities.

THE SOCIAL
DISABILITY
OF
KNIFE
CRIME
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Why Bibleway Film Festival?
In Exodus 31:1-11 we read about God 
filling Bezalel with the Spirit to make all 
kinds of crafts and artistic designs for 
work. God fills us with his Spirit to carry 
out all kinds of artistic and creative work. 
This includes filmmaking. Filmmaking is 
a creative and artistic work that can be 
used for God’s glory to bring healing to 
the community.

 The recent events of the killing of 
George Floyd and the Black Lives Matter 
protests that followed has forced people 
to reassess the treatment of black men in 
particular and their negative presentation 
in the media. There are racial disparities 
in filmmaking. Black British men are 
hidden figures in the world who have to 
fight for recognition of their rights and 
genius. Progress is too slow in the British 
film industry. The British film industry has 
got the market locked when it comes to 
British period dramas. It’s time to change 
that market by producing Christian 
content with black characters front and 
centre of the narrative. If Bibleway is going 
to be relevant to black men in general 
and Black British men in particular then 
it is important that they get involved in 
filmmaking. 

There is a relationship between the media 
and black men. How black men are 
portrayed in the media creates funding 
and employment for the white middle-
classes. Black men are guilty in the 
media before they can prove themselves 
innocent in reality. This is why I want to 
make films that place black men in the 
front and centre of the narrative to disrupt 
the negative overrepresentation of black 
on black knife crime. Statistically, there 
is more knife crime amongst white men 
in Glasgow then there is black on black 
crime across the country. The difference 
being that the media reports on black on 

black crime. It doesn’t report so widely 
on white on white crime. This makes the 
problem seem bigger than it is. External 
forces have weaponised black men 
against themselves using knife crime and 
the media. Why is that? Why is black on 
black knife crime overrepresented in the 
media compared with white on white 
knife crime which is underrepresented 
in the media? Black on black knife crime 
creates jobs for middle-class white men. 

Black on black knife crime provides 
funding for the professional classes in the 
justice system. Remove black on black 
knife crime, and you remove jobs for 
middle-class white men. Therefore it is 
in the interests of the white professional 
classes to over-represent black on black 
knife crime in the media. It provides 
funding for the justice system which 
is 97% populated by the white middle 
classes. How do we save black men from 
knife crime? This is why there is a need 
to get involved in filmmaking in order 
to bring healing through a film ministry. 
If the Bibleway Men’s Ministry is going 
to be effective then it will need to do 
something that hasn’t been done before 
in order to save our black men from self-
destruction.

Elder Jason Young
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The Under-Employment 
of Male Black Directors 

Elder Jason Young

 The Under-Employment of Male Black Directors 
If drama presents us with a unique window 
into the world of others and a reflections of 
ourselves then it should help to shape our 
understanding of people around us and how 
they came to be who they are today. However, 
the people making drama just do not reflect all 
the audiences watching drama and consistently 
drown out the voices of under-represented 
groups. So why is the UK film and television 
industry shutting out male Black British directors?

The Adjusting the Colour Balance report shows 
how there are significant levels of under-
employment of male black directors, particularly 
in the area of period drama. British period 
dramas are designed to reach white middle class 
women, but not exclusively so. In that same 
space there is a lack of Caribbean characters 
who are front and centre of the narrative. If this 
system of storytelling is not designed to reach 
the Black British community then there will 
inevitably be a lack of black representation in 
the storylines. Attraction is the first step towards 
change. Black representation in period dramas 
attract black audiences. Once there is a leading 
black character in a period drama then black 
audiences will start to show up in large numbers.

There is a relationship between the under-
employment of male black directors and the 
over-representation of black men in prison: the 
lack of access to employment opportunities. The 
low volume and frequency of work for male black 
directors means that a career in television and 

film is unsustainable. There needs to be a cultural 
disruption of white only period dramas. If male black 
directors are excluded from directing period dramas 
then there will be no visibility of role models. We 
need to diversify British period dramas by putting 
black men in the front and centre of the narrative.

The biggest problem is the lack of commercially 
distributed period drama feature films with male 
black directors. If black directors are not being 
given the opportunity to gain experience on period 
dramas then it will remain overwhelmingly white. 
The barriers to accessing work opportunities on 
period dramas for black directors exclude them 
from the workplace and force them to leave the 
profession. There needs to be visibility of black 
directors so that they create role models for the 
next generation and momentum to access more 
work. The likes and dislikes of the public varies 
greatly from day to day, but cinema and television 
is for everyone which includes black Christian men.

We want to encourage black Christian men to 
battle on in prayer until they get the breakthrough 
needed to penetrate the British film industry.
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

The History of 
Mary Prince 
Podcast

“I was surprised and encouraged to learn that the 
Christians in England played a part in putting 
forward the moral argument for emancipation of 
slavery.” Steven Llewellyn, Sound Editor. 

The History of Mary Prince is the first book 
written by a black woman in 19th century 
England that was published in 1831. It is an 
opportunity for black audiences today to imagine 
themselves travelling back in time to what 
England was like two centuries ago. It is also an 
opportunity to explore the contribution of women 
to the 1833 Abolition of Slavery Act.

Mary Prince’s Faith

This podcast explores and establishes Mary’s 
Christian faith and how it informs everything that 
she does in later life. Her objective is to survive 
the present so that she can live for the future 
abolition of slavery.

The Cato Street
Conspiracy  
Podcast

‘The Cato Street Conspiracy’ is the story of a 
Jamaican by the name of William Davidson who 
settles in 19th century London and becomes 
involved in what was known as the Cato Street 
Conspiracy, a plot to murder the Prime Minister 
Lord Liverpool and his cabinet, in 1820. 

Davidson has a connection with Staffordshire, 
having been an apprentice cabinet maker in Lichfield 
and having worked for the Earl of Harrowby at 
Sandon Hall before settling in London.

Tunstall  
Animation

Set in the Staffordshire town of Tunstall in the 
early 19th century England, a black English 
Christian man chases the conviction of pursuing 
holy orders in the church, and is caught up in 
a revival that will change the face of non-
conformism in England forever.
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

The Horrors of 
Slavery  
Animation

“The true success of The Horrors Of Slavery is 
bringing what for many people is a distant history 
into the present”.  - Will Turner, Composer -

‘I genuinely think it’s important and crucial 
to produce and share more work of this kind.’ 
-Valeria Luongo -

Based on a true story, Robert Wedderburn was 
a Jamaican man in Jane Austen’s England who 
told his Caribbean story by writing a book titled 
The Horrors of Slavery in 1824 which he left 
behind as a legacy for new generations of Black 
British people.  This experimental animation is a 
reimagining of his life and oratory.

The Chartist   
Animation

“It is a massive shame that I have never heard of the 
name William Cuffay. He is an incredibly important 
figure, who at the time created a huge impact and 
probably changed the course of today, yet we have 
never heard his story.” Harry Steele

William Cuffay is a first generation Black English-
man born in 1788 at Chatham, Kent to a runaway 
West Indian slave. When he is sacked from his job 
as a tailor his friend, Feargus O’Connor, encourages 
him to join the Metropolitan Tailors’ Charter Asso-
ciation and campaign for the rights of workers. They 
elect him to be the chair of the London Chartists and 
help spearhead the greatest working class movement 
this country has ever seen.

Samuel Sharpe  
Animation

‘…historically accurate, well researched and inspi-
rational…highlighting unrecognised individuals 
for their incredible work and impact on society.’ 
Sadie Lauder

In the person of Samuel Sharpe, we have the op-
portunity to observe how a leader of slaves has the 
ability to deal with first rate personages such as the 
Governor of Jamaica, Somerset Lowry-Curry. In 
their one scene together we see that at the moment 
of Samuel’s defeat, he is still the intellectual equal 
of a person of power. 

When he speaks with his fellow slaves to prepare 
them for the labour strike over the Christmas 
period of 1831, he speaks with full understanding 
of them in order to empower them to claim their 
freedom.
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